CLAIMS: 



1 . A method for creating information queries to be used for locating and displaying 
information from a variety of applications running on a server system, the method comprising: 

interactively displaying at least one browser-based graphical user interface screen; 
creating at least one condition in response to prompts from the graphical user interface 
screens; 

prompting for the logical combination of the conditions into a query; 
prompting for the logical combination of the queries into a complex query; 
persisting the resulting query into associated database tables; 
executing the query; and 

displaying the results of the query to the end user. 

2. The method of Claim 1, wherein the step of persisting the resulting query includes 
saving the Where Clause in XML. 

3. The method of Claim 1, wherein the query includes attributes. 

4. The method of Claim 3, wherein the step of persisting the resulting query includes 
serializing the Where Clause and saving it with other query attributes. 

5. The method of Claim 1, wherein the step of creating at least one condition results 
in the formation of a plurality of logical trees corresponding to the conditions. 

6. The method of Claim 5, wherein the logical trees are comprised of leaf conditions 
having one expression, and non-leaf conditions having more than one expression. 

7. The method of Claim 5, wherein leaf conditions can be combined into non-leaf 
conditions. 

8. The method of Claim 6, wherein non-leaf conditions can be split back into leaf 
conditions. 
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9. The method of Claim 4, wherein the plurality of logical trees are combined into 
one tree using logical operators. 

10. The method of Claim 1, wherein the step of executing the query includes 
executing the query using a query-adapter framework. 

1 1 . The method of Claim 1 0, wherein the adapter-connector framework includes the 
Asera adapter-connector framework. 

1 2. The method of Claim 1 , wherein the step of displaying the results includes 
rendering of personalization rule (PR) tags. 

13. The method of Claim 1, wherein the step of displaying the results includes 
rendering of micro-templates. 

14. A graphical user interface that provides for creating the conditions for a Where 
Clause of a query in any form, the interface comprising: 

at least one interactive screen to allow the user to select query leaf conditions; 
at least one interactive screen to allow the user to logically nest and join query leaf 
conditions; 

at least one interactive screen to allow the user to change the nesting and joining of query 
leaf conditions; and 

at least one interactive screen to allow the user to repeat certain screens, thereby adding 
more leaf conditions, and joining them into a more complex condition, 

whereby the resulting query is saved in a persistent storage for execution of the query, 
and for display of the query results. 

15. The graphical user interface of Claim 14, wherein the Where Clause is serialized 
into an extensible markup language (XML) construct. 
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16. The graphical user interface of Claim 14, wherein the conditions are rendered 
using HTML tables. 

17. The graphical user interface of Claim 14, wherein the conditions exist as trees 
which are grouped into sub-tree levels, and use parenthesized representation for condition sub- 
trees at a certain level N. 

18. The graphical user interface of Claim 1 7, wherein a tree that is only N levels deep 
uses HTML constructs for indentation. 

19. The graphical user interface of Claim 17, wherein N is 2. 

20. The graphical user interface of Claim 14, wherein the interactive screens are 
browser based. 
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